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believes himself to be in a certain situation. I shall not
be referring to any kind of action which arises as a mere
response to stimuli which the situation may contain, or as
the mere effectTof the agent's nature or disposition or
temporary state. And when I speak of action according
Lo rule, I shall be referring to that kind of action in
which the agent, knowing or believing that there is a
:ertain rule, applicable to the situation in which he knows
Dr believes himself to be, decides to act in accordance with
it, I shall not be referring to any kind of action in which
the agent, though actually obeying a rule, is unaware
that he is doing so.

In a great part of our actions we act according to rules,
and that is what makes our action successful. This is
because we are moving among situations of certain stan-
dard types, and trying to manipulate them so as to obtain
certain standard results. Action according to rule is a
very important kind of action, and the first question which
any intelligent man asks, when he finds himself in ^
situation of any kind, is c What are the rules for acting in
this kind of situation ? '

But although action according to rules is a very
important kind of action, it is not the only kind. There
are two kinds of occasions on which another kind is
necessary. Before describing them, I will try to show
that it exists.

Suppose you find yourself in a situation of a given type
S ; and suppose you want to obtain a result of a given
type R, and there is a rule that in a situation of type S the
way to get a result of a type R is to do an action of type A.
You may know this rule, but how do you know it?
Either because of your own experience or because
of someone else's. In either case a certain body of
experience has been accumulated before the rule could